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Thank you Your Excellency, 

 

Members of Parliament, Fellow Speakers, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I am honoured to have been invited to be a participant and speaker of 

this session at this 41st Session of the OACPS-EU JPA that momentously 

celebrates the 20 years of the Cotonou Partnership Agreeement and considers 

the future of this cooperation.  

 

I trust that the deliberations were productive and fruitful but with 

particular focus on the new agreement. To ensure that every party feels 

included in the end product of this agreement so that all may build the future of 

this cooperation together. Every party to this agreement should be an equal 

partner in deciding the future of this cooperation.  

 

As a country, Namibia since 2000 until the year 2020 has contributed 

and benefited to the success of the Cotonou Agreement and we hope that the 

New Partnership Agreement continues to do so by taking into account all 

concerns and matters that are of importance to all parties to ensure that it 

delivers on the needs of all the partners’ development for the next 20 years.  

 

Having said that, I am glad to see that under the various strategic priority 

areas there is a focus on gender and human development, however that is not 

enough. The current form does not address youth matters amongst others.  

 

I am here today as one of the speakers and hosts to the first ACP-EU 

Joint Parliamentary Assembly Youth Forum held in Windhoek, Namibia in 2016. 

At that platform, I was not only a student, but a former Junior Mayor of the City 

of Windhoek and a Deputy Speaker of the Children’s Parliaments. All these are 

youth based forums. Therefore, I call on the Assembly today that should you 

be serious about young people and their contribution, you will consider 

establishing an ACP Youth Forum. I know this because I am direct beneficiary 

of such organized platforms. Some of them are the reason why I was eligible to 
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be appointed as a Member of Parliament and Deputy Minister of Information 

and Communication Technology at the age of 26 years old. 

 

Therefore I call on the current establishment of the JPA to ensure the 

existence of an ACP Youth Forum because for example in the Georgetown 

Agreement, the youth forum was omitted as well!  

 

With those words Ladies and Gentlemen, I thank you for your kind 

attention at this time. 

 

 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 

As many of the speakers have said before me, every voice and partner 

of the Assembly matters. And as you continue to debate, agree and dis  The 

world faces the deepest global health, social and economic crises in a century, 

coupled with the growing destruction of biodiversity, the worsening impacts of 

the climate emergency, increasing and intersecting inequalities, and threats to 

fundamental rights. Hard-won development gains are at serious risk of reversal.  

 

The COVID-19 pandemic has seared the lives of people everywhere and 

to assure the survival of people and the planet, we must turn in a new direction 

and embrace different ways of living and earning, consuming and producing.  

 

To achieve them, major shifts lie ahead. Many were considered too 

costly and difficult before the pandemic, but now they seem not just doable, but 

imperative. With firsthand experience of what happens without a dramatic 

change in course, leaders from governments, the private sector and across 

societies are reimagining and redesigning jobs, finance, mobility, health care, 

education, technology and so on. New understanding is also emerging around 

the inextricable links among these, and the need for acting not issue by issue, 

but across entire systems. This offers real hope for unlocking rapid action on 

daunting challenges such as pandemics, now and in the future, along with 

deep-seated inequalities and climate change.    
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What is evident is the profound power of individuals. They showed how 

each one of us can start a butterfly effect, where individual actions ripple 

outward to influence the world and where every member of this Assembly 

needs to feel equal to every other member. Being the youngest serving Minister 

in Africa as appointed by H.E. Hage. G. Geingob, President of the Republic of 

Namibia, I am an example that long running systems can be changed and 

power structures challenged to make space for new ideas, fresh thinking, 

innovation and leadership from every sector in our society. 

 

We have lost a lot of time but working together, we CAN make this a 

turning point for people and planet by ensuring that a genuine partnership 

comes from this new partnership agreement that is yet to be signed and more 

importantly includes the concerns of all.  

 

Therefore once more, dear participants, I call on all of you to realize the 

establishment of the ACP Youth Forum moving forward.  

 

I thank you.  

 


